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On Oct. 14 Bolivian Deputy Roger Cortez told Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA that
investigation continues on the participation of US military and Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
personnel in the Sept. 5 deaths of biologist Noel Kempff and two companions. The drug-related
murders occurred in Huanchaca, a mountainous region on the Brazilian border. Cortez said the
legislative commission's report will establish the foreigners' degree of responsibility, i.e., whether
the incident was a result of inefficiency or links with drug trafficking on the part of US personnel.
The DEA reportedly was aware of the base in Huanachaca long before the killings, and US military
officers postponed operations in the region thereby allowing the killers to escape. The commission
began to investigate the case over a month ago and on Oct. 14 it received statements from army
chief Gen. Guillermo Velez and air force chief Gen. Jorge Rodriguez. Apparently, the commission is
convinced the Bolivian military is not responsible in any way for the incident. They had reportedly
prepared an operation against the drug refining base, but were informed that US troops would act
instead.
Commission president Mario Velarde said the final report will be released Monday or Tuesday next
week. US troops involved in anti-drug operations in Bolivia began operations to leave the area on
Oct. 15. Two Hercules C-130 planes are scheduled to transport the first group of soldiers from the
northeastern city of Trinidad, the main US base in the drug operations, to the eastern city of Santa
Cruz. Information Minister Herman Antelo announced on the evening of Oct. 14 that the soldiers
will remain in Santa Cruz until Oct. 25 when they will return to their headquarters in the Panama
Canal Zone. The troops and three of the six Black Hawk helicopters used in the operations will be
returned to Panama in a large cargo plane known as a Galaxy.
Antelo said the Galaxy would also transport three Huey helicopters for the use of the Bolivian air
force in continuing the anti-drug campaign. According to Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA,
the involvement of US troops in anti-drug operations has not been a huge success. They seized only
two or three cocaine laboratories in the jungle, and did not arrest a single drug trafficker. Last week
the population of Santa Ana de Yacuma (northeastern Beni region) reportedly threw stones at a
contingent of US and Bolivian troops who were attempting a search operation in the village as well
as questioning certain individuals.
Air force chief Gen. Rodriguez has stated that both the Black Hawk and Huey helicopters are
not very useful in surveillance and elimination of drug trafficking operations. Local observers
indicate that the US troops are being held responsible for the escape of the murderers of Kempff
and his companions in Huanchaca. US task force chiefs reportedly postponed seizure of the drug
laboratories in the area for 48 hours, thereby permitting the murderers' escape.
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The government announcement of the US troop withdrawal before the November 15 deadline
occurs on the eve of the legislative commission's release of its final report on the "Huanchaca
affair." The imminent departure of the US military will undoubtedly provide a type of relief for the
government which has been continually under fire for permitting the presence of foreign troops in
national territory.
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